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SUBJECT: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PLANS ANOTHER U.S. VISIT 

1. IN HIS SPEECH TO THE NEWLY PORMED AMERICAN BUSINESS 
COUNCIL MARCH 21, MALAYSIAN DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER MAHATHIR 
ANNOUNCED THAT HE PLANNED TO HEAD A TRADE MISSION TO THE 
UNITED STATES "LATER THIS YEAR" (MAHATHIR'S SPEECH AND 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY). 

2. AT A LUNCHEON MARCH 22 SENIOR GOM OPPICIALS IN THE 
MINISTRY OP TRADE AND INDUSTRY AND IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT CONFIRMED TO THE AMBASSADOR THE 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER'S PLANS. THEY SAID THAT HIS TRIP, 

ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED POR MAY, WILL NOW TAKE PLACE IN SEPTEMBER 
TO ACCOMMODATE A SPEAKING DATE FOR HIM AT THAT TIME 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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AT THE UNIVERSITY OP PENNSYLVANIA. CURRENT PLANNING CALLS 
POR THE TRADE MISSION HEADED BY MAHATHIR TO VISIT 
AT LEAST PIVE AMERICAN CITIES. WHEN THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID HE HOPED MAHATHIR WOULD FIND TIME TO CALL ON 
PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON, THE SOURCES INDICATED THAT THIS WAS 
LIKELY TO BE POSSIBLE. 
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3. THE GOM OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT MAHATHIR WOULD 
ALSO LEAD SIMILAR TRADE MISSIONS TO JAPAN AND THE EEC 
THIS YEAR. IN ELABORATION, THE OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT 
IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT WHEN TRADE DELEGATIONS GO TO THE 
U.S., JAPAN AND THE EEC THEY WOULD BE HEADED BY THE 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. THE AMBASSADOR WAS ALSO TOLD 
CONFIDENTIALLY THAT ALTHOUGH THE SOVIETS HAVE PRESSED 
THE 

GOM HARD TO SEND MAHATHIR ON A SIMILAR MISSION TO THE 
USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE, IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT IF SUCH 
A MISSION GOES TO EASTERN EUROPE IT WILL BE HEADED BY A 
DEPUTY MINISTER. 

MILLER 
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